


COLORADO CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM 
COALITION(CCJRC)

Founded in 1999
 501 (c) (3) state based nonprofit  

organization
 CCJRC is a nonpartisan 

organization with 10,000 
supporters Statewide

Our Mission
 To eliminate the overuse of the criminal justice 

system and advance community  health and 
safety

Our Work – Criminal Justice Reform 
 Public Policy 
 Advocacy
 Criminal Justice Systems Navigation  



CCJRC uses public education, community organizing,
coalition building, research, policy advocacy, litigation,
and lobbying as strategies for social change.

 Funding from individuals and grants.
 Advocacy work: Drug policy, Reentry, Sentencing, &

Community Reinvestment.
 CCJRC is not a direct service organization 
 Staff & Board have lived experience, have been directly 

impacted and/or formally incarcerated
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CCJRC CAMPAIGNS

www.ccjrc.org

http://www.ccjrc.org/




WHY DO WE DO THIS?

-To focus on voter engagement of people with a criminal background.

-To educate justice involved voters on their rights and eligibility to vote.

-To increase the voter turnout from communities of color.

-We want to help our communities  better understand the issues and 
what’s happening in our community.



CCJRC VRD/GOTV HIGHLIGHTS 

2016: CCJRC registered over 300 people in the Denver jails through our JBV efforts. 

2017: there was an off-year election. CCJRC did a GOTV push in Ward lll in Aurora and helped 
increase the African American voter turnout. The African American Voter turnout was at 
an 18% which was a 2% increase in compared to other off year elections.

2018: CCJRC registered 790 people in the jails through our JBV efforts.

CCJRC partnered with the SOS office to implement rule making7.4 that mandated all jails in 
each county to produce and have a voting plan/process put in place for voters  in jails. 

2019: CCJRC registered 34 people in the jails through our JBV efforts

CCJRC defeated the ballot measure 1A- which stopped Arapahoe County from expanding and 
building a new jail. 

2020: CCJRC conducted the first time ever polling stations in the jails and had about 200 
people vote in person in the jails. 



COLORADO CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM COALITION

KNOW YOUR VOTING RIGHTS!



DETAILS MATTER!

There is a common misunderstanding that once a person has 
a criminal conviction s/he can never vote again. While this 
may be true in some states, it is NOT TRUE in Colorado!

On any given day, there are over 125,000 adults in Colorado 
who are currently involved in the criminal justice system. -
MOST are eligible to vote.

Hundreds of thousands more have a past criminal conviction. 
ALL OF THEM  are eligible to vote.



State Overview

Voting rights retained while in prison for a felony conviction in: Maine, Vermont, and 
the District of Columbia

Voting rights restored automatically upon release from prison 
in: California, Colorado, Connecticut, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, Massachusetts
, Michigan, Montana, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Nevada, North 
Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Utah, and Virginia

Voting rights restored automatically upon completion of sentence, including prison, 
and both parole, and probation 
in: Georgia, Idaho, Iowa, Kansas, Louisiana, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, New 
Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, South 
Dakota, Texas, Washington*, West Virginia, and Wisconsin.

Voting rights restoration can depend on the date or type of conviction, repayment of 
fines, the outcome of an individual petition to the government, or gubernatorial 
pardon 
in: Alabama, Alaska, Arkansas, Arizona, Florida, Delaware, Kentucky, Mississippi, Tenn
essee, and Wyoming.

To learn more please visit Voting Rights for People with a Felony Conviction - Nonprofit Vote

VOTING RIGHTS ACROSS THE COUNTRY

https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Maine
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Vermont
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#District%20of%20Columbia
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#California
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Colorado
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Connecticut
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Vermont
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Hawaii
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Illinois
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Indiana
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Maryland
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Massachusetts
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Michigan
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Montana
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#New%20Hampshire
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#New%20Jersey
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#New%20York
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/special-circumstances/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Nevada
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#North%20Dakota
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#North%20Dakota
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Ohio
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Oregon
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Pennsylvania
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Rhode%20Island
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Utah
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Virginia
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Georgia
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Idaho
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Iowa
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Kansas
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Louisiana
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Minnesota
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Missouri
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Nebraska
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#New%20Mexico
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#New%20Mexico
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#North%20Carolina
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Oklahoma
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#South%20Carolina
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#South%20Dakota
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#South%20Dakota
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Texas
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Washington
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#West%20Virginia
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Wisconsin
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Alabama
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Alaska
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Arkansas
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Arizona
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Florida
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Delaware
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Kentucky
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Mississippi
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Tennessee
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Tennessee
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Wyoming
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/#Iowa
https://felonvoting.procon.org/state-felon-voting-laws/
https://www.nonprofitvote.org/voting-in-your-state/voting-as-an-ex-offender/
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What is the law in Colorado?

Who can and cannot vote in 
Colorado if  he/she has a criminal 
record?

Why this is important?



COLORADO LAW

No person while serving a sentence of detention or confinement in a correctional 
facility, jail, or other location for a felony conviction is eligible to register to vote or 
to vote in any election. A confined prisoner who is awaiting trial but has not been 
tried or who is not serving a sentence for a felony conviction shall be certified by 
the institutional administrator, may register to vote pursuant to this article 2, and 
may list his or her confinement location as his or her ballot address in accordance 
with section 1-2-204(2) (f.3). An individual serving a sentence of parole is eligible 
to register to vote and to vote in any election.(5) A person confined in a state 
institution for persons with behavioral or mental health disorders shall not lose 
the right to vote because of the confinement



CCJRC PASSED A NEW LAW!

As of July 1, 2019, the laws on voter eligibility for people on Parole has changed! HB19-
1266 permits people on parole who have completed their sentence of 
incarceration to register to vote and vote.  

The new law effects approximately 10,000 people in our state. 



THERE ARE REAL CONSEQUENCES IF YOU TELL PEOPLE 
THE WRONG INFORMATION!!!

If you inadvertently tell 
someone that they are

ineligible to vote but they are 
eligible to vote, you are 

contributing to

MARGINALIZATION
and

DISENFRANCHISEMENT

If you inadvertently tell 
someone that they are
eligible to vote but they 
aren’t, you put them at 
risk of being criminally 
charged since it is a class 5 
felony to register to vote or 
vote in Colorado if you are 
not eligible.



If you are:

On probation, parole 
or federal supervised 
release

These are types of 
sentences that 

allows a person to 
live in the 

community

Then

YES, you can Vote in 
Colorado!

In jail, on bond or
summons awaiting trial

Bond/summons is when someone 
has a pending criminal case but is 
not incarcerated. If you haven’t 
been convicted, you can vote.

Then
YES, you can Vote in 
Colorado!

In jail serving a misdemeanor 
sentence

Then
YES, you can Vote in 
Colorado!

Direct sentence to halfway 
house

Often called a diversion 
sentence./diversion client 

meaning they are getting the 
opportunity for rehabilitation 

and not punishment

Then
YES, you can Vote in 
Colorado!

Completed a past 
felony sentence

No matter where or what the 
conviction was for. Then

YES you can Vote in 
Colorado!



If you are:

In Prison

This includes jail 
for a felony 
conviction

NO you 
cannot Vote in Colorado!

Inmate status 
under 
community 
corrections  
living in a 
residential or 
non-residential 
community

Community 
corrections(half-way 

house) is a place some 
folks transition to from 

prison

NO you 
cannot Vote in Colorado!



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
Will I get an official letter telling me when I am eligible? 

A: No. No one will tell you when you’re eligible to vote.

What If I was convicted for a crime in another state? 

A: Voting eligibility is based on Colorado state law. It does not matter what state you were convicted in or whether 
you were convicted in municipal, state or federal court.

Do I have to pay off all my restitution before I can vote?

A: No. Payment of restitution is not a condition of voting eligibility.

I was registered to vote before incarceration. Do I need to register again? 

A: Yes. If you were registered to vote prior to your incarceration, there is a good chance that your name was 
removed from the Secretary of State’s list of registered voters. You will need to re-register to vote.

If someone is diverted to a halfway house by the courts,  meaning they never went to prison,  are they eligible to  
register to vote and vote. 

A: Yes, they are eligible. 

If  someone is coming out of prison and they get sent to a halfway house, are they eligible?

A: No,  they are not  eligible because their inmate status is under DOC watch. Meaning they are still serving time 
whether it’s in a residential or nonresidential community.



WALK THROUGH OF VOTER REGISTRATION FORM 



REGISTER ONLINE!

You can register under our voter register drive at www.votingwithconviction.org

Under the “Can I Vote Tab” click the box that says “Register to Vote” 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-SA-NC

http://www.votingwithconviction.org/
https://blogoklahoma.net/episode.aspx?id=397
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


What do voters care about? 

• Health care
• Economic justice
• Racial justice
• Criminal justice
• Environment
• Children
• Education



Can I vote palm card

CCJRC Go Guide

JBV video clip-to view the whole video please visit 
www.votingwithconviction.org Click on the 
“Can I vote” tab. 

CCJRC Colorado Voting Guide- You can find the 
whole article on ccjrc website under the tab 
called “Making  Change” by scrolling down to 
voting with conviction 

HELPFUL MATERIALS!

http://www.votingwithconviction.org/
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